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defensive front from the French, and the French
available force was now much less than the
British. The piercing of the enemy's line by
assault was now no longer the objective. Its
main purpose now became :

1.  To relieve the pressure on the French.

2.  To prevent the Germans transferring their troops to
the Eastern theatre.

3.  To wear down the German offensive and defensive
power.

It was the adoption of Haig's view of the correct
strategy, as opposed to the French aim, which,
during both 1914 and 1915, had been for a
decisive break through the enemy's line.

In consequence, the plan of the intended opera-
tions took the form of a methodical advance.
Each successive position gained was to be made
good, and continuous pressure exerted on the
German line. In broad outline, the advance was
to aim at pressing back the German lines on both
banks of tie River Somme and then turning out-
wards to force the withdrawal of further stretches
of the German defences. A continuous, severe,
and prolonged struggle was anticipated and
prepared for.

For the first effort Haig relied in the main upon
strategic surprise. The actual strength of the
Germans opposing him was accurately known.
Time would be required before reinforcements
could reach the enemy. A large proportion of
the troops holding the German line had already